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OFFICE OF THE TOWN COUNCIL



October 7, 2014 
Sean E. Powers
Vice President
At Large

Stephen C. O’Brien
District 4

Michael J. Owens
District 5

PAUL “DAN” CLIFFORD
District 6


MINUTESThomas M. Bowes
President
District 3

Shannon L. Hume 
At Large

CHARLES B. Ryan
At Large

CHARLES C. Kokoros
District 1

JOHN C. MULLANEY
District 2



A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on Tuesday, October 7, 2014 beginning at 7:34p.m. 

Council President Bowes was in the chair.

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call.

Present:	Thomas Bowes, President
Sean Powers, Vice President
Shannon Hume 
Stephen O’Brien
Michael Owens
Paul Dan Clifford (left @8:57pm)
Charles Kokoros
John Mullaney
Charles Ryan

Others:	James Casey, Town Clerk
	Eric Kinsherf, Town Auditor
	James Powers, Powers & Sullivan, CPA
	Michael Nelligan, Powers & Sullivan, CPA
	Ed Spellman, Finance Director
	Ann Toland, Marge Crispin Center

CORRESPONDENCE
None

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· 060 14 Council President: Recognition – Ann Toland. Council President Bowes read the recognition certificate for Ann Toland.  She came to the podium and stated I grew up and raised my family in Braintree.  It is such a wonderful community.  It is a privilege and I thank you all very much.


APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· September 16, 2014

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (9), Against (0), Absent (0)

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE
None

[bookmark: _GoBack]COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS
· 071 14 Council President: Discussion – Contracts Expiring for Town Auditor/Outside Auditor

At 8:07pm Council President stated we will hear from our Auditors.  There will be no vote tonight.  It will take place at our next Council Meeting on October 21st or at the latest November 5th.
James Powers, CPA with Powers & Sullivan stated we have experienced people and offer to keep our price to the same thru the next three years.  Michael Nelligan, CPA with Powers & Sullivan stated we have never billed the Town for additional costs beyond what was agreed upon.
Ed Spellman, Finance Director stated Powers & Sullivan do a great job for the Town of Braintree and its residents over the years.  A great benefit is they provide history.  In my opinion I would renew/extend their contract.
Councilor O’Brien asked why a bill for $7,000 was received late and paid.  James Powers stated this was a missed clerical error for CAFR fee of $7,000.  The work was done but the bill did not get sent in time for that fiscal year.
Councilor Owens left the Chambers at 8:35pm to return at 8:37pm.

At 8:42pm Eric Kinsherf, Town Auditor came to the podium.  Council President stated we will appropriately vote on this at our next meeting or by November 5th.  Eric Kinsherf stated he makes sure Town Council has all information to make the right decisions. He said what I am proud of is that I have been able to provide a benefit to the town.  My contract has never exceeded the $74,000.

Councilor Kokoros left the Chambers at 8:39pm to return at 8:41pm
Councilor Clifford left for the evening at 8:57pm.

· 072 14 Councilor Mullaney: Discussion – Council Chambers

Councilor Mullaney stated earlier in the evening the Committee on Council Chambers held a meeting and would like to re-configure the desk to a “U” shape.  
Council President asked Clerk of the Council to get Tom Whalen, DPW Director to re-configure the table.
Councilor Mullaney asked what if we move to Johnson Chambers for smaller meetings.
Council President stated it is not equipped by BCAM but we can look into it.
Councilor Kokoros stated there are rules about the Council Chambers.  This is our specific space and the Clerk of the Council oversees this space.
Councilor Powers stated additional speakers may help. 
· 046 14 Town Clerk: Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association Conference Report

As required by Town Council Travel Policy Rules James Casey, Town Clerk provided an overview of his attendance at the Town Clerk Conference.  Town Clerk Casey attended the following conferences: Introduction to Liquor Enforcement and Detecting Counterfeit ID’s;  and Massachusetts Town Clerks’ Association where he attended a General Code meeting, State Election Prep course and Challenges to Voter Registration.
Council President suggested Town Clerk, James Casey be on the Council Agenda for November 5 to come and walk us thru what happened with the elections and if there were any issues or any positives.


OLD BUSINESS
· 14 058 Appointment – Crystal Evans to the Commission on Disabilities

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford)



NEW BUSINESS
· 14 062 Town Clerk: Call of the Election, November 4, 2014 (SAME NIGHT ACTION REQUIRED)

Council President Bowes stated if there are no objections we will take up Order 14 062.  No members objected.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford)


Refer to Committee on Ways & Means
· 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground or take up any action relative thereto 
· 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery or take up any action relative thereto 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 059 & 14 060 to the Committee on Ways & Means.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 059 & 14 060 to committee 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford)


Refer to Committee on Department of Public Works
· 14 063 National Grid: Petition - Sycamore Road or take up any action relative thereto 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 063 to the Committee on Department of Public Works.

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 063 to committee 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Clifford)





ADJOURNMENT   

It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 9:30p.m.



Respectfully submitted,
Susan M. Cimino
Clerk of the Council

Documents provided for Meeting

· September 16, 2014 Council Minutes
· 060 14 Council President: Recognition – Ann Toland
· Town Auditor Contracts/Costs
· Outside Auditor Contracts/Costs
· Town Clerk: Call of the Election November 4, 2014
· Town Clerk: Massachusetts Town Clerk’s Association Conference Report
· 14 058 Appointment – Crystal Evans to the Commission on Disabilities 
· 14 059 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Hollingsworth Playground 
· 14 060 Mayor: Funding Request for Community Preservation Project – Elm Street Cemetery 
· 14 063 National Grid: Petition Sycamore Road
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