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                                   - AGENDA - 
 

 
November 18, 2014  •  Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Town Hall  •  Starting Time: 7:30PM 

 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
• 084 14 Clerk of the Council: 2015 Proposed Meeting Calendar 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
• 077 14 Councilor Kokoros: Braintree Christmas Party, December 11th  
• 083 14 Councilor O’Brien: Trio Restaurant  
• 088 14 Councilor O’Brien: Recognition - El Sarape 26th Anniversary (Guillermo & Javier Adame) 
• 089 14 Councilor Hume: BFFE Fall Raffle 
• 086 14 Councilor Hume: Recognition: Linda Silowan  
• 086 14 Councilor Hume: Recognition: Kevin Bears  
• 091 14 Councilor Clifford: Nov. 27 POW/MIA Chair at Thanksgiving Day Game BHS 
• 092 14 Council President: Mike Denise – Thanksgiving Rally BHS Teams/Seniors 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• November 5, 2014 
 
 

 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
• 090 14 Council President: Update of Police Department/South Shore Plaza Holiday Plan 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
• 071 14 (A) Town Auditor Contract or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing)   
• 071 14 (B) Outside Auditor Contract or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing)  
• 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15 or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
• 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
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NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 071 Mayor:  Appointment - Assistant Harbormaster or take up any action relative thereto 
• 14 072 Mayor: Possible Town Land Sale or take up any action relative thereto 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Topics the Chair does not reasonably anticipate will be discussed 
 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  
Committee on Ways & Means -  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2014 @ 6:30pm 
COUNCIL -  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2014 @ 7:30pm 
 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT       
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November 5, 2014  
 

MINUTES  
 

A meeting of the Town Council was held in the Horace T. Cahill Auditorium, Braintree Town Hall, on 
Wednesday, November 5, 2014 beginning at 7:39p.m.  
 

Council President Bowes was in the chair. 
 

The Clerk of the Council conducted the roll call. 
 

Present: Thomas Bowes, President 
Sean Powers, Vice President 
Stephen O’Brien 
Michael Owens 
Paul Dan Clifford 
Charles Kokoros 
John Mullaney 
Charles Ryan 
 

Not Present: Shannon Hume 
 
Others: Michael Coughlin, Chief of Staff 

 James Casey, Town Clerk 
 Ed Spellman, Finance Director 
 Barbara Mello, Grant Writer 
 Dr. Maureen Murray, Superintendent of Schools 
 Kate Naughton, School Committee Member 
 Kelly Phelan, Environment & Planning Coordinator 
 Louis Dutton, Water Works Superintendent 
 Robert Kearns, Sustainable Braintree/BHS 

 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
None 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
• October 21, 2014 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume) 
 

CITIZEN CONCERNS/COUNCIL RESPONSE 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS AND REPORSTS FROM THE MAYOR AND TOWN BOARDS 
• 087 14 Council President: Town Clerk Election Recap 
 
Town Clerk James M. Casey gave an update on the Elections to the Council.   
He was asked how a voter becomes Inactive.  Town Clerk Casey replied a voter becomes Inactive when 
they do not return their yearly Census to the Town Clerk’s Office.  They can still vote.  They just need to 
see the Warden.  Their name will be in the Warden’s Inactive Voter Book.   
 
Town Clerk Casey stated new signage at Polling locations with arrows were set up to direct voters to 
correct location at the buildings.  The Precinct phone system issues during the September election were 
corrected with the help of BELD.  Phones worked perfectly for this election.  Tally Sheets were modified 
to address issues noted by the Tally Clerks during the last election.  Overall the Election was great. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology or take up any 

action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to open public hearing 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 

Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met 
and supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action  
 
Council President asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would like to speak 
on 14 064.   
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to close public hearing 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 



November 5, 2014                       Town Council                                                        3 of 4                           

Councilor Powers read the motions. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 
 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair or take up any action relative thereto (Public Hearing) 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to open public hearing 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 

Councilor Mullaney, Chairman of the Committee on Ways & Means, stated the committee has met 
and supported this motion.  It is recommended for favorable action  
 
Council President asked if any member of the Council or anyone from the public would like to speak 
on 14 065.   
 
Robert Kearns from Sustainable Braintree and Braintree High School spoke on how critical it is to 
restore the Herring run.  By building this ladder it shows the town’s commitment.  Herring is the main 
food for haddock and sea birds.   
 

      Motion:    by CouncilorPowers to close public hearing 
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 

Councilor Powers read the motions. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to approve  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 

    Vote:    For (8), Against (0),  Absent (1- Hume) 
 
 
• 080 14 Councilor Kokoros: Review town response of recent Ebola scare & review towns future policy 

/procedures or take up any action relative thereto 
 
Councilor Kokoros, Chairman of the Committee on Public Safety gave an overview of tonight’s meeting.  
There is cooperation and confidence in our leaders and managers of EMS, Fire, Police, Health 
Department and Mayor’s office.  We have an excellent response staff.  Marybeth McGrath, Director of 
Department of Municipal Licenses & Inspections met with members from the state level and made 
changes they felt would work better.  We can handle any crisis that comes to Braintree. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
None 
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Refer to Committee on Ordinance & Rules 
• 14 068 Request to Rezone property at 44 Allen Street or take up any action relative thereto 
• 14 061 Discontinuance Petition: Cliff Street & portion of Lancaster Road or take up any action relative 

thereto 
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 068 & 14 061 to the Committee on Ordinance & Rules. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 066 & 14 061 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume) 

 
 
Refer to Committee on Ways & Means 
• 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval or take up any action relative thereto 
• 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15 or take up any action relative thereto 
• 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy or take up any action relative thereto 
 

Motion by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 067, 14 069 & 14 070 to the Committee on Ways & 
Means. 
 

      Motion:    by Councilor Powers to refer Order 14 067, 14 069 & 14 070 to committee  
      Second:    by Councilor Kokoros 
           Vote:    For (8), Against (0), Absent (1-Hume) 

 
 

ADJOURNMENT    
It was unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 8:45p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan M. Cimino 
Clerk of the Council 

Documents provided for Meeting 
 

• October 21, 2014 Council Meeting Minutes 
• 14 064 Mayor: School Department Capital Funding Request for Classroom Technology 
• 14 065 Mayor: Great Pond Dam Repair 
• 14 066 Mayor: Proposed Amendment to the Zoning Bylaw Relating to Signs  
• 14 068 Request to Rezone property at 44 Allen Street  
• 14 061 Discontinuance Petition: Cliff Street & portion of Lancaster Road  
• 14 067 Mayor: Free Cash and Retained Earnings Approval  
• 14 069 Mayor: Supplemental Appropriations FY 15  
• 14 070 Board of Assessors: FY2015 Tax Levy  



084 14 

 

PROPOSED 2015 COUNCIL MEETING CALENDAR 
(Unless noted, meetings are held on a Tuesday) 

 

January 6 and 20 

February 3 and 24  [School Vacation Week beginning Feb. 16th] 

March 3 and 17 

April 7 and 28   [School Vacation Week beginning April 20th] 

May 1 (Fri), 12 and 26  [May 1 Required by Charter: Section 6-3 Submission of Budget] 

    [May 26 Annual Town Meeting] 

June 2 and 16   [Jun 2 placeholder for additional action on the budget] 

July 14    [Summer Schedule] 

August 11   [Summer Schedule] 

September 1 and 16 (Wed) [Local Primary Election would be Sept. 15th if needed*] 

October 6 and 20 

November 4 (Wed) and 17 [Nov 4 Council Rule 24 Council Meetings: Nov. 3 Local Election*] 

December 1 and 15 

 

    *Election dates are subject to change 





























071 14(A) 

 

 

 

Town Auditor  

  

Introduced: Council Ways and Means Committee Chairman  

Pursuant to Section 2-8a of the Town Charter , through the Braintree Town Council approve a new three 
year contract from04/01/2015 to 03/31/2018 for Eric Kinsherf as Town Auditor    

 

 



 
Eric A. Kinsherf, CPA 
116 State Road  #8 

P.O. Box 791 
Sagamore Beach, MA 02562 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are the costs by fiscal year for the Town Auditor. 
 
FY 2012 - $32,500 
FY 2013 - $43,106.25 
FY 2014 - $46,668.75 
FY 2015 through 9/25/14 -$3,368.75 
 
The annual budgeted amount is $74,000. 
 
 
 
Per your request, the contract time period costs are summarized below: 
 
Year 1 (4/1/12 to 3/31/13) - $40,218.75 
 
Year 2 (4/1/13 to 3/31/14) - $42,443.75 
 
Year 3 (4/1/14 to 9/25/14) - $18.881.85 ***partial year as contract expires 3/31/15 
 
Annual contracted limit is $74,000 
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Independent Audit  CPA  

  

Introduced: Council Ways and Means Committee Chairman  

Pursuant to Section 6-11 of the Town Charter , through the Braintree Town Council approve a new three 
year contract for FY 2015, FY2016  and FY 2017 for Powers and Sullivan CPA as independent Certified 
Public Accountants     

 

 



  

 
C O N T R AC T  R E V I E W  A N D  P R I C E  

P RO P O S A L  F O R   
I N D E P E N D E N T  AU D I T I N G  S E RV I C E S  

 

 
 

TOWN OF BRAINTREE, MASSACHUSETTS 
FOR THE FISCAL YEARS ENDING 

JUNE 30, 2015 THROUGH 2017 
 



 

CONTRACT REVIEW AND PRICE 

PROPOSAL FOR  

INDEPENDENT AUDITING SERVICES 

TOWN OF BRAINTREE 

F I S C A L  Y E A R S  2 0 1 5  T H R O U G H  2 0 1 7  

SUBMITTED BY: 

POWERS & SULLIVAN, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

 

100 QUANNAPOWITT PARKWAY, SUITE 101 
WAKEFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS 01880 

 

CONTACT PERSONS:   JAMES E. POWERS,  CPA 
    MICHAEL K. NELLIGAN, CPA 
 
TELEPHONE:   781-914-1700 
 
FAX:    781-914-1701 
 
WEBSITE:   POWERSANDSULLIVAN.COM 
 
DATE:    OCTOBER 7,  2014 
 



 

 

CONTRACT REVIEW AND 

PRICE PROPOSAL 

October 7, 2014 
 
Town of Braintree Audit Selection Committee 
1 John F. Kennedy Memorial Drive 
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184 
 
To the Audit Selection Committee: 
 
We appreciate the opportunity to submit this review and proposal to render independent financial 
audit services to the Town of Braintree for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2015 through 2017. 
 
We recognize, in today's environment particularly, the importance of controlling our costs in order 
that our fees are kept at a reasonable level to the Town and competitive with other firms.  As a means 
of controlling our costs, we plan the engagement carefully, using as a basis our study and evaluation 
of the Town’s existing system of internal control.  We then budget hours for each section of the 
engagement.  As the examination progresses, we will constantly monitor our time input against the 
original budget.  In utilizing this system of engagement management, we believe we can give the 
Town solid assurance that deadlines will be met and costs minimized. 
 
Powers & Sullivan, LLC has been serving as the Town’s independent audit firm for many years.  In 
the most recent audit contract the Town’s “Specifications for Independent Financial Audit Services” 
solicited proposals for the annual audit of the Town’s Comprehensive Annual Report (CAFR) for the 
years 2012 to 2014.  We agreed to the 3 year term and we also proposed to assist the Town with the 
preparation of its first CAFR.  As you know the Town has received the GFOA’s Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting for each year since. 
 
Our total all inclusive fees for the past 9 years, along with our Annual Audit Hours and Blended 
Hourly Rates are depicted in the following tables:  
 

Audit Entity 2006 to 2008 2009 to 2011 2012 to 2014

Town $ 49,900             $ 49,900            $ 50,000            
School EOYR 4,000               4,000              4,000              
CAFR Fee N/A N/A 7,000              

$ 53,900             $ 53,900            $ 61,000            
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We have been averaging 561 hours per year and our blended hourly rate realized has been between 
$85 and $105 per hour; approximately $102 over the last 3 years.  The next chart shows how those 
hours were broken down by the Team assigned to the Braintree audit for fiscal year 2013: 
 



 

145
25%

240
41%

198
34%

2013 Audit Hours

Partner/Manager

Supervisor

Assistants

 
 
We consider the Town of Braintree to be an important client and we’ve tried to manage this 
relationship as such.  We know that Braintree is engaged in this process and we appreciate working 
with the Town at all levels.  To that end we are proposing to hold our fees firm for another 3 year 
term if you so desire.  The following would be our proposed fee schedule for the fiscal years ending 
June 30, 2015 to 2017: 
 

Audit Entity Fee

Town………………$ 50,000     
School EOYR……… 4,000      
CAFR Fee…………  7,000      

 
Total……………… $ 61,000     

 
 

Should you desire a one year agreement with options for years two and three at the same pricing we 
would be agreeable to that as well.  

 
These fees include out-of-pocket costs (such as report reproduction for 30 CAFRs, typing, postage, 
travel, copies, telephone, etc.) except for the filing fee to the GFOA for the CAFR award and any 
third party costs related to confirmations requested (usually bank confirmation fees).  We have never 
billed the Town for any additional costs beyond what was agreed to.  
 
Our proposed fee includes a full range of services which other firms may not have included such as 
attendance at meetings by partners after the audit is completed, general consulting on municipal 
finance issues and other services.  If the Town needs further clarification, we would be happy to 
explain our fee structure in detail. 
 



 

Should the Town desire professional services outside the scope of this audit shown below are our 
standard hourly billing rates. 
 

Partner  $195 
Manager $150 
Seniors  $125  
Assistant $85 

 
We submit this proposal with the anticipation that our qualifications will allow us to continue as your 
auditor.  Should you need clarification on any of the information in this proposal, we would be 
pleased to meet with you to discuss any item.  This proposal will remain in effect for 90 days without 
restriction and we certify that the undersigned are entitled to represent the firm, empowered to 
submit the proposal, and authorized to sign a contract with the Town of Braintree.    
 
Thank you for the opportunity to continue working with the Town of Braintree.  We can assure you 
that our team will do everything in its power to provide the Town with the highest level of service, 
energy, commitment, and experience.  We want to keep the Town as a valued client. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 

 
 
James E. Powers, CPA   Michael K. Nelligan, CPA 
Partner     Partner 

































































14 072 

 

The following item is on the Agenda for Town Council Meeting on Tuesday, November 18, 2014. 

The information on the item was not delivered at this point.  If information is not available by 
meeting time this item will be taken off the Agenda. 

 

14 072 Mayor: Possible Town Land Sale or take up any action relative thereto 
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